
WENATCHEE HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD 
SCHEDULED MEETING 

May 18, 2010 
WENATCHEE CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

129 S. Chelan Avenue 
Wenatchee, WA   98801 

 
 

AGENDA 

 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER:  5:30 PM 
 
II. ADMINISTRATIVE AFFAIRS 
 

A. Approval of the minutes from the regular meeting of April 6, 2010 
B. Explanation of public hearing procedures 
 

III. OLD BUSINESS 
 
A. None 

 
IV.  NEW BUSINESS 
  

A. Certificate of Appropriateness HP10-3 – Chelan Douglas Land Trust – 18 N. Wenatchee Ave 
B. Certificate of Appropriateness HP10-4 – Mike Kaputa – 150 S. Franklin  
C. Certificate of Appropriateness HP10-5 – Joyce C. Block-Gix – 136 S. Emerson 

 
V. OTHER 
 

A. Work session Grandview Historic District 
1. Section E of Draft Code Changes – Actions Subject to Review by the Board 

 
VI. ADJOURNMENT 
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WENATCHEE HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD REGULAR MEETING
COUNCIL’S HEARING ROOM April 6, 2010

MINUTES

   I. CALL TO ORDER

Chairperson Rosalyn Purdom called the meeting to order at 5:37 p.m. with the following
members in attendance; Beth Spadoni, Malia Tucker, Beverly Jagla and Lisa Dahlgreen.  The
Planning staff was represented by: Monica Libbey, Planning Manager; and Kim Schooley,
Administrative Assistant.  Also present, Amy Vira, Assistant City Attorney.

  II. ADMINISTRATIVE AFFAIRS

A. Approval of minutes from the regular meeting of March 3, 2010.

Board member Spadoni moved to approve the minutes as written.  Board member Dahlgren
seconded the motion.  The motion carried.

B. Explanation of public hearing procedures.

III.  OLD BUSINESS

A. 136 S. Emerson Certificate of Appropriateness Application: Clarifying March 3, 2010 Motion

Monica Libbey presented the staff report accompanied by Amy Vira, Assistant City Attorney.

The applicant was represented by her attorney, Quentin Batjer, who addressed the Board.
Batjer presented the Board with a partial transcript of the Historic Preservation Board meeting
of March 3, 2010. Batjer also played a partial audio recording of the meeting.

Batjer maintained that the Board told them on March 3rd that the applicant could do as she
wished with the basement window, however, the Certificate of Appropriateness that was issued
stated otherwise.  He stated the document instructs the applicant to replace the basement
window.  He advised that it was and is her desire to keep the window as is.

Amy Vira, Assistant City Attorney, advised the Board that they had three options for action with
regard to the application.  They could approve it as written with staff’s findings and
conclusions; they could deny it or approve it with conditions.

Board member Spadoni asked the applicant why she was not willing to change out the
basement window as offered with the original application.

Batjer advised that the offer was presented as an all or nothing deal as a good will gesture in
working with the Board on the other windows.  He stated that since the Board refused to
consider the offer at the time it was made, the offer was being rescinded.
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The applicant, Joyce Gix, 136 S. Emerson, Wenatchee, WA.  Gix advised that she had spent
$4000.00 on her application and legal assistance to date, and that the total bill will exceed
$7000.00 when all said and done.  She said she is not willing to spend any more money.

Chairperson Rosalyn Purdom advised that her intent at the March 3rd meeting was to approve
the original Certificate of Appropriateness.

Board member Spadoni moved to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness, leaving the
basement window as is.  Board member Dahlgren 2nd the motion.

Amy Vira, Assistant City Attorney, interjected and restated the Board’s options for taking action
and asked that the motion be restated.

Board member Spadoni moved to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness with the
condition of leaving the basement window as is.  Board member Dahlgreen seconded the
motion.  The motion carried.

Monica Libbey and Amy Vira asked Spadoni to amend the motion to include staff’s findings and
conclusions if that was her intent as well.

Board member Spadoni moved to adopt staff’s proposed findings and conclusions with regard
to the motion they had just approved for 136 S. Emerson.  Board member Jagla seconded the
motion.  The motion carried.

 IV.  NEW BUSINESS

A. Work session Grandview Historic District

a. Staff Presentation

Chairperson Rosalyn Purdom started by providing a statement from the Historic
Preservation Board defending the actions of Kris Bassett, former City of Wenatchee historic
preservation officer, and the processes involved with the creation of the Grandview Historic
District, despite recent criticisms expressed by some District members.  Purdom also
advised that it is the Board’s desire to work with residents of the District to resolve their
issues and to benefit the District.

b. Carol VanArnam Presentation

Carol VanArnam, 129 S. Emerson, Wenatchee, WA.  VanArnam wanted to provide the
Board with an overview of the past from the point of view of the residents of the Grandview
Historic District.  She explained that she received an original document provided to her in a
binder which spoke to the description, goals and intent of the Grandview Historic District.
She advised it was that document that prompted her to vote in favor of the District.  Since
being presented with that document, VanArnam advised that she is aware of numerous
changes and additional literature that she never received copies of.  VanArnam provided
copies of such reference materials to the Board.  VanArnam stated that she feels the
education process is lacking and asked the Board to identify and provide current and
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accurate information to property owners.  She also asked that the City website be updated
to accurately direct people seeking information about the Grandview Historic District,
including information that ties to the Building and Planning section of the website.

c. T.J. Farrell Presentation

T.J. Farrell, 634 Douglas Street, Wenatchee, WA.  Farrell also spoke regarding frustrations
by residents of the District.  She expressed opposition to the current proposed changes to
the Grandview Historic District.  She advised that it was her belief that currently the
majority of residents in the District were not in favor of the changes.  Farrell’s
recommendation was to throw out the current and proposed changes and to come to the
table with representatives of the District to develop new rules that will enable homeowners
to continue to be able to afford to improve their properties while maintaining the historic
value of the District.

Chairperson Purdom asked the audience to refrain from applause, cheering, or other
outbursts.

d. Public Comments

Beth Stipe, 121 S. Franklin, Wenatchee, WA.  Stipe identified herself as a co-chair of the
board that worked to establish the District originally.  She said that she agreed with Carol
(VanArnam) that there was always room for improvement with regard to education and
communication.  Stipe advised that truly the intention of the new code is to remedy
problems like that experienced by Joyce Block (136 S. Emerson).  Its intent is to provide
specific instructions for homeowners to clearly identify the process and specifics when they
desire to make changes to their properties.  She reminded people that the proposals are
“draft” changes and that there is still room for discussion.

Paul Schmidt, 126 S. Delaware, Wenatchee, WA.  Schmidt stated that it was his recollection
that when the District was proposed originally, the Historic Preservation Board would only
be involved with changes to a property that required a building permit.  He said that when
the Grandview Historic District went to Council for approval, that was changed.  Schmidt
described it as a “bait and switch”.  Schmidt said that he feels that if a District homeowner
wants to seek the benefit of the tax incentive that they should be held to a higher standard,
however, those who do not want the advantage, should not.

Dani Dickson, 137 S. Franklin, Wenatchee, WA.  Dickson expressed her frustration having
personally dealt with the Board in the past regarding the remodel of her own home.
Without mentioning names, Dickson stated that her project met with opposition due to the
opinions of one previous Board member in particular. She stated that she would like to see
the rules made more flexible instead of stricter.

Dawn Smith, 501 King Street, Wenatchee, WA.  Smith advised that she was part of the
original committee to establish the Grandview Historic District.  She advised that while
people had spoke of not being kept informed, she herself, had chosen not to stay informed.
Smith apologized to the Board and advised that she would make an effort to stay informed
and to work with the current Board in resolving issues.  Smith said that regarding the initial
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vote in favor of the District, there were some homeowners that lived outside of the area.
She stated that when the group received no word from those individuals, the assumption
was that they were okay with what was happening.  Smith thanked the current Board for
their work and also expressed appreciation to Kris Bassett and Beth Stipe for their hard work
in establishing the District.

Robert Gix, 136 S. Chelan, Wenatchee, WA.  Gix expressed frustration with his experience
regarding the current process and the unnecessary expenses they had incurred as a result,
totaling in excess of $7000.00.

Chairperson Purdom closed the public testimony.

Monica Libbey, Planning Manager, asked Board members to digest information they had
received and they could then decide on a process for moving forward.  She suggested that
potentially, their work session could be continued to their next regular meeting in May.

Chairperson Purdom advised that she would not be available from April 22nd through May
5th.  The 5th being the date of the next regular meeting.

Libbey indicated that it might be better to postpone the meeting until later in the month
anyway, as there would be more time to absorb comments made this evening and to
formulate ideas for moving forward.

It was agreed to reschedule the May meeting to Tuesday, May 18 at 5:30 p.m.  Libbey
advised that she would check and confirm the date with the City Clerk.

Libbey advised that following additional work sessions, another open house would be
scheduled.

Beth Stipe, 121 S. Franklin, Wenatchee, WA.  Stipe commented that it would be helpful for
staff to make an actual presentation at the next open house as opposed to just providing
information for attendees to peruse on their own.

Libbey advised that staff could put together a presentation.

Dawn Smith, 501 King Street, Wenatchee, WA.  Smith asked if there was a way to have a
less formal format for discussion and future work sessions.  She advised that when the
original group was working on establishing the District, members sat around a table and
shared ideas.

Libbey advised that as long as there was no action taken and there was not a quorum of
Board members present, then it would be acceptable.  She said that they could also hold a
workshop during a separate meeting rather than trying to do it at the regular meeting.

Chairperson Purdom asked if a subcommittee might work.  A small group that could work
on particular items and then report back at a regular meeting.
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Libbey advised that a subcommittee was a possibility, again as long as there was not a
quorum of Board members attending.  She said that a committee could consist of some
Board members and District residents.

Comments were made by the public that unless it was made available for everyone to
participate, the concept of a subcommittee was not a good idea.

Board member Spadoni asked Libby if there were any timeline or rush to get through the
proposed code changes.

Libbey advised there was not.

Board member Spadoni suggested that the matter be addressed slowly.  That perhaps the
Board could take one item at a time at their regular meetings.  She stated that then
everyone would have an opportunity to attend and/or comment.

Members of the public commented in agreement.

Board members discussed the choice of a topic to be addressed at their next regular
meeting in May.

Libbey suggested that they start with “Actions Subject to Review by the Board” (Section E of
the Draft Code Changes).

Board members were in agreement.

With no further business to come before the Historic Preservation Board, Chairperson
Rosalyn Purdom adjourned the meeting at 7:43 p.m.

V. OTHER

None

 VI. ADJOURNMENT

With no further business to come before the Historic Preservation Board, Chairperson Rosalyn
Purdom adjourned the meeting at 7:43 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
CITY OF WENATCHEE
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Kim Schooley
Administrative Assistant


































































































































